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GSMA AND COAI WELCOME INDIA’S 3G LICENSING PLANS
 Mobile Broadband is poised to take-off in India
 
London and New Delhi, 1st August 2008: -- The GSMA, the global trade body for the mobile industry, and the Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI), have welcomed the Indian Government’s plans to award licenses for 3G spectrum via an auction and to automatically extend the underlying 2G licenses to make them co-terminous with the 3G allocations. 
 
The Indian Government’s 3G policy is a fair and transparent way of allocating additional spectrum amongst the Indian service providers. Furthermore, the automatic extension of the underlying 2G licences will ensure continuity and stability of service and is in the interest of Indian consumers.  
 
“The rollout of Mobile Broadband in rural India will bring access to the global information society to millions of unconnected Indians,” said Tom Phillips, the Chief Government & Regulatory Affairs Officer of the GSMA. “The government’s 3G licensing plans represent a major boost to India’s economy and are an example of mobile’s unique advantage in delivering voice, messaging and high-speed data over a single low-cost technology.”
 
Mr. TV Ramachandran, Director General, COAI said: “The government’s plans to allocate additional spectrum should ensure the fullest possible breadth of competition in 3G services.  The GSMA and the COAI will continue to work together to bring Mobile Broadband services to as many Indians a possible.”
 
The GSMA and COAI’s joint work on 3G policy marks a further deepening and strengthening of the existing relationship between the two organisations. COAI has partnered with the GSMA in several landmark initiatives encompassing spectrum policy, the development of mobile instant messaging, shared access to voice services and other areas.
 
Identifying future areas of cooperation, Mr. Ramachandran said that the GSMA and the COAI will also team up to encourage and facilitate the development of mobile money transfer services, shared access to data services, alternative power solutions for mobile base stations, measures that will curb mobile spam and applications that use mobile networks to deliver health and education services in rural India.  
 
About the GSMA:
 
The GSM Association (GSMA) is the global trade association representing more than 750 GSM mobile phone operators across 218 countries and territories of the world. The Association's members represent more than 3 billion GSM and 3GSM connections - over 86% of the world's mobile phone connections. In addition, more than 200 manufacturers and suppliers support the Association's initiatives as key partners. 
 
The primary goals of the GSMA are to ensure mobile phones and wireless services work globally and are easily accessible, enhancing their value to individual customers and national economies, while creating new business opportunities for operators and their suppliers. 
 
About the COAI: 
 
The Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI) represents the interests of the GSM community in India. Its members include the GSM based cellular mobile service providers, infrastructure vendors, technology and chipset suppliers, independent infrastructure providers, etc.
 
The vision of COAI to help, establish and sustain world class cellular infrastructure and deliver the benefits of an affordable mobile communication service to the people of India. 
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