3GSM World Congress 2005, 14th-17th February 2005, Cannes France 

-         Report by Mr. T.V. Ramachandran, Director General, COAI, 

14 February 2005, CANNES…. At the request of Mr. Rob Conway CEO, GSM Association, Honb’le Minister for Communications and IT, Thiru Dayanidhi Maran made a brief impromptu Dinner Speech at the Leadership Summit during the 3GSM World Congress in Cannes. The audience comprised of several heads of states and various dignitaries from all parts of the world, including Commissioner Reding of the European Union, Ambassador David Gross from the United States, Mr. Sanjiv Ahuja from Orange, etc. 

Hon’ble Minister spoke about his vision that India would play a leading role in contributing to the next billion GSM customers worldwide and that in pursuance of this dream, the Indian Government was aggressively promoting the growth of mobile telephony in the country. Minister Maran pointed out that the Indian market had a huge untapped potential and even though mobile customers in India had been virtually doubling each year for the last 5 years, the market was nowhere near saturation as the mobile tele density in India had only reached 4.4%. Minister Maran declared that much of India’s future growth was going to come from the smaller cities and towns and the rural and remote areas where cellular coverage was not very extensive. He affirmed that the Indian Government was conscious of the fact that mobile telephony was particularly suited to meet the tele density objectives of developing countries and special initiatives were being considered to incentivise mobile operators to rollout out and provide services in the rural areas.

Hon’ble Minister extended an invitation to all the investors and world players to come to India and participate in India’s growth story.

The GSM world community warmly welcomed Minister Marans’ remarks and the Indian mobile market was recognized as the rising star in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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